yuy. 



ft*CT Your Morning News 

On all TIARA FLIGHTS 


>■ 

L 

0 

u 

Iu 

111 

tt 

IL 



Your Source for local news in English Caya G.F. Betico Croes 111 T. 588-9517 F. 5889518. 








Budaet 


Meeting to actualize and optimize 
visas held here 


Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 


Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 


Ccjjjjucujfi; 




[fid. SIMSMux 532-7212 


E-mail: budgetaruba@setarnet.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


ORANJESTAD - Consulta¬ 
tive meetings regarding visas 
for the Dutch Caribbean were 
held on Aruba between the 
departments of External Af¬ 
fairs and the Ministry of Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs of Holland. As 
a result of the changes in the 
structure of the Dutch King¬ 
dom in 2010, they introduced 
a harmonious management of 
visas as well as one single 
visa for all the Dutch 
Caribbean islands. Part of the 
management plan is to hold 
regular consultative meetings 
to monitor the processes and 
maintain open lines of com¬ 
munication. 

The preliminary meetings 


Chavez recovery positive despite 
'complications' 


CARACAS (AFP) — Vene¬ 
zuela’s President Hugo Chavez 
experienced ’’complications," 
including bleeding, during his 
cancer surgery but was sho¬ 
wing positive signs of recovery 
yesterday, a senior aide said. 

Communications Minister 
Ernesto Villegas said that, du¬ 
ring his treatment in Cuba, 
Chavez had suffered "bleeding 
that required the adoption of 
corrective measures which per¬ 
mitted its opportune control." 

It was the first time 
Venezuelan officials had ac¬ 
knowledged complications in 
the six hours of surgery that 
Chavez, 58, underwent on 


Tuesday in Havana. 

Chavez' aides have openly 
warned Venezuelans to prepare 
themselves for the worst as the 
country, already deeply di¬ 
vided over Chavez's populist 


BLESSED , 
DECEMBER 


Be the 


LUCKY WINNER 


of one theTMWe 
Gift Certificates 
A. Airline Tickets 
i Dinners for 2 
I Designer Clothin 

HOW?? 

Just look inside 
The Morning Weuus 
For one the 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 


L.- r.:Derk Jan Nauta, Andy Lee, and Geraldine Blom - Ras 


Bolivarian revolution, heads 
into a period of high uncer¬ 
tainty. 

On Wednesday, Villegas 
urged Venezuelans to think of 
it "as you would when a parent 
is sick, in a delicate situation 
after four surgeries in a year 
and a half." 

"We are confident that, with 
the love of millions, the com- 
mandante will get well soon 
and will come to take the helm 
before January 10. If not, our 
people should be prepared to 
understand it," he said. 


to prepare for the Visa Work 
Conference of the Kingdom 
began last March 2012. The 
conference self took place 
last June in Aruba with vari¬ 
ous Dutch Embassies, deal¬ 
ing with visas for the Dutch 
Caribbean, in attendance. Au¬ 
thorities from every country 
in the Dutch Kingdom in 
charge of visas were also in 
attendance. It was during that 
meeting that they actualized 
and optimized the Visa Hand¬ 
book which outlines all the 
procedures to follow when a 
petition for a visa to the 
Dutch Caribbean is made. 

The Director of Aruba’s 
Department of External Af¬ 
fairs, drs. A. Lee and Geral¬ 
dine Blom-Ras, management 
personnel and other manage¬ 
ment personnel, met with 
Derk Jan Nauta of the Min¬ 


istry of External Affairs of the 
Netherlands. In this meeting 
they discussed a number of 
important matters related to 
the visa, political develop¬ 
ments in the Kingdom and 
countries in the Kingdom, 
and the actual situation regar¬ 
ding the agreements of the 
Visa Work Conference of 
2012. Also on their agenda 
was the fight against human 
trafficking and the coopera¬ 
tion in the Kingdom with re¬ 
spect to visas. 

The Aruba Department of 
External Affairs also called a 
meeting with other partners, 
such as DIMAS, Immigration 
and the government’s advisor 
on human traffic, to meet 
with Derk Jan Nauta to dis¬ 
cuss previously mentioned 
topics so as to make concrete 
the agreements accorded. 


COOL CASINO 

fO.OO 

FREE promotion ticket 

This Voucher will be exchanged 
for $10 promotional 
slot ticket at the Host desk 
"For New Member Only” 


Located within the RID PALACE HOTEL 
I.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH,297.5280993. ext. 981 
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Open Daily 8pm -1 Oish “ AH you can cat 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm pancakes £ coffee 

Lunch/Dinner 12pm -10ish 99 

phone number 586-3904 

NOW Serving 

Breakfast 

lunch and dinner 
seven dav s 
a week, 

delivery in hotel area 


- 2Eggs, Toast 
Coffee *4.49 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 


Across from Radisson Resort 
£hind the “I Aruba sign" 


R Burgers Aruba 


leuvery in noiei area * - a p • o kk 

orders over$50 Breakfast entree ! BUPgSPS, rPISS.. Ol MOPd 


Reminder for artisans to 
submit their work to 
Department of Culture 


Aruba Government encouraging local artisans 
to produce authentic handicrafts 



ORANJESTAD - On Novem- 
ber 19, Minister of Economics, 
Social and Cultural Affairs, 
Michelle Hooyboer-Winklaar 
held an informative evening 
with some 80 local artisans to 
exchange ideas. 

During the meeting the 
minister informed the artisans 
the government will start label¬ 
ing locally produced handi¬ 
crafts “Made in ARUBA.” The 
reason for this is to give our 
local artisans a distinction, 
make their product standout 
and show the originality of na¬ 
tive artwork. 

Several have already deli¬ 


vered their work for this serv¬ 
ice, but the agency is certain 
there are still more to be la¬ 
beled. The Department of Cul¬ 
ture reminds all artisans who 
still have to deliver their art¬ 
work to do so at said depart¬ 
ment during office hours. Just 
ask for Stan Dabian, who is the 
general coordinator of the la¬ 
beling project. The last day for 
delivery is December 21, 
2012. 

In 2013 the Department of 
Culture will start with work¬ 
shops for all local artisans and 
is also planning a handicrafts 
tradeshow. 


Sunday KOFFIE MORGEN Slot Tournament $1000,- Cash Prizes 
Monday Cool Raffle Awg 1000 Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day 
Tuesday Cool Raffle Awg 1000,- Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day 
Wednesday Raffle AWG 500 r Cool Casino - LADIES NIGHT 
Thursday Cool Raffle Awg 1000 r Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day 
Friday Blackjack Tournament $500 r 

Saturday KOFF1E MORGEN Coot Raffle Awg 1500,- Triple Points all day 



Svexfy One cd 

Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time 


Aruba’s Lotto celebrated the 12 Days 
of Christmas 



Patrick Fortin of Lotto 


Aruba Lotto’s Marketing Ma¬ 
nager Patrick Fortin an¬ 
nounced beginning yesterday, 
December 13, four of their 
regular games will now offer 
ticket holders the chance to 
win twice. They are celebra¬ 
ting for 12 days with addi¬ 
tional drawings awarding a 
total of 50,000 Aruban florins 
($28,571.) 

Prizes range from movie 
tickets at Caribbean Cinemas, 
SETAR Calling Cards, gift 
certificates for Kooyman 
Home Center, Super Food 
Supermarket to CMB Bank 
gift cards in the amounts of 
1,000 and 5,000 Aruban 
florins. With each purchase 
of two numbers, Lotto play¬ 
ers will receive an additional 
ticket for these games: Tic 
Tac Toe, Lotto di Dia, Lotta 5 
or Mini Mega. The Lotto 
Center on Paardenbaaistraat 
offers tickets on eight differ¬ 
ent games, but these four will 
double chances of winning 
during the twelve days until 
Christmas Eve. 

For the first five days, pur¬ 
chased tickets will announce 
if they are an instant winner. 
Winning tickets will be eligi¬ 
ble for the final raffle and big 
prizes. The final six days, 
there will be a drawing every 
night at 9:00 PM broadcast 
on Telearuba, Channel 13. 
Ticket holders will find an 
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Christmas campaign from Lotto 


additional num¬ 
ber on the bottom 
of their ticket, 
aside from those 
they selected, 
and from the 
tickets issued a 
winner will be 
drawn. One must purchase 
two of the above named 
games to receive a qualifying 
ticket for the drawings. 


Prizes awarded over the 12 
Days of Christmas are: 

1. 12 Caribbean Cinema 
tickets 

2 Valero Gasoline Bon of 
Afl. 25, 

3 Setar Prepaid Card of 
Afl. 35,- 

4 Flora Gift Card of Afl. 60, 

5 Super Food Gift Card 
of Afl. 65,- 

6 Scorpion Firework Pack¬ 
age worth Afl. 75,- 
Kooyman Gift Card of 
Afl. 85,- 

Pagara worth Afl. 125,- 
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9 Super Food Gift Card 
of Afl. 125,- 

10 Setar Blackberry Curve 
9320 worth Afl. 480,- 

11 CMB Money Card of 
Afl. 1000,- 

12 CMB Money Card of 
Afl. 5000,- 

Those winning fireworks 
can redeem their tickets and 
collect their prizes at the 
Lotto office on Friday, De¬ 
cember 28 from 11AM to 
10PM or at Friomax. Full 
contest rules and conditions 
can be found on the Lotto 
Aruba website: http://www. 
lottoaruba.com. 

Rosalie Klein 


f^shoppingaruba^ f$}shoppingaruba > 

Safe time and just order your needs online 
and get them delivered the same day at 
your door. 

No matter if You are Tourist or Local 
Visit us ut • 

www.eshoppingaruba.com 
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‘W&ene Sv&tty One ‘WeCcante 




BLACK JAC K L 50 !. 


i 


Ins. $11- Re-Buy $6 
Live Band 7 pm - 2 am 

Climax 


Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
J.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 


Cas di Glas 2012 begins 



Minister Hooyboer with DJ's, President of Foundation , 
and Gino Goeloe 


Palm Beach Plaza mall was 
overrun with santas of every 
size on Wednesday afternoon, 
December 12, for the Flora 
Market Santa fundraising walk, 
which inaugurated the five 



^3eoc4 7&e&yit 


Time Share 
for SALE 


For info call: 5875010 
Email: 

sales@laquintaaruba.net 

Website: 

www.laquintaaruba.net 


days of Cas di Glas 2012. This 
marathon fundraising effort, 
House of Glass, was first 
staged successfully in 2010. 
This time, the island founda¬ 
tion which will benefit is the 
White-Yellow Cross Aruba, 
which provides a wellness net¬ 
work for infants and children, 
home nursing care for sick and 
injured members, and the el¬ 
derly. The funds raised over the 
four days of the Cas di Glas 
marathon are earmarked for 
new equipment for elderly with 
chronic ailments and special 
needs, as well as a dedicated 
care center. 

Aruba’s Minister of Eco- 



Santas ready to walk for a worthy cause 


The deejays will try and 

The Minister locks in the DJ s generate as many contri¬ 
butions as possible over 
their tenure in the habitat. 


nomic & Social Affairs and 
Culture was welcomed by the 
foundation’s President Peter 
Balliere. She had the honor of 
locking up the three local radio 
celebrities that stationed in the 
Cas di Glas for four days, 
broadcasting steadily and ac¬ 
cepting donations. The noted 
media personalities donating 
their time are: Jennifer Vargas 
of Radio Caliente, Suhail 
Reyes from Power FM, and 
Cas di Glas veteran from two 
years past, DJ 101 of Cool FM. 


The Palm Beach Plaza park¬ 
ing lot has been set up with a 
stage and their will be exciting 
entertainment nightly during 
the event. The opening started 
with a welcome song by Jasper 
Taconis, a noted singer and for¬ 
mer star of the Zissles review, 
returned from Holland just for 
the Cas di Glas 2012. Other 
performing groups will be Dat- 
apanik, Junior Tecla, Caroline 
Dijkhutzen, Freel Bartels, Levi 


Silvanie, Biggie Boy, Hot Ones 
Band, Manuela van Geenhoven 
and more. Updates on events 
are posted on the website: 
http://www.casdiglas.com 
For the duration of Cas di 
Glas a most unusual dining op¬ 
portunity will be offered. A 
restaurant in the sky! Dinner 
will be served to a select group 
of guests seated 6 meters above 
the ground. Cocktail or tea par¬ 
ties in the sky are also possible. 
Reservations should be made at 
Taste of Belgium Restaurant. 

Rosalie Klein 
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Wi-Fi Aruba 

para una mayOr 
cobertura sobre la marcha! 


Escanear para las Zonas 


Wi-Fi deSETAR 


World of Feng Shui and Magic 
Candles has that special gift 
for loved ones 


Olvidese de las 
elevadastarifas 
Compresu dCCeso 

de Wi-Fi en linea 
o en cualquier Teleshop 

^ SETAR 

Tommy Hilfiger employees feted by 
management for their exemplary 
work performance 


Now is the seasont we all are 
looking for the perfect gift for 
our loved ones; a gift that is 
worthwhile and is a joy to re¬ 
ceive. World of Feng Shui and 
Magic Candles, situated at 
L.G. Smith Blvd # 116 is 
where stymied shoppers can 
find that special gift. 

The shop will also feature 
special shopping hours for 
those who work until late, of¬ 
fering them the opportunity to 
still buy a gift at a more flexi¬ 
ble and relaxed time. 

Holiday hours are Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 
9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Thurs¬ 
day, Friday and Saturday from 


12 noon to 8:00 p.m., and Sun¬ 
day from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. 

World of Feng Shui and 
Magic Candles is where gift 
seekers will find beautiful 
arrangements and locally made 
candles! They also have a great 
variety of holiday candles and 
customizable arrangements 
that will fill your home or of¬ 
fice with a delightful fragrance 
associated with the holidays. 

World of Feng Shui and 
Magic Candles wishes every¬ 
one a Merry Christmas filled 
with joy with their loved ones 
and a Happy New Year full of 
energy and positive attitude. 


^ www.themorningnewsaruba.com • themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 
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ADVERTISE 
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Pick up your printed copy from MON. - SAT at different 
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visit us online: www.themorningnewsaruba.com 

Caya G.F. Betico Croes 111 







During their Christmas 
Dinner at Texas De Brazil 
on Dec 8, Tommy Hil¬ 
figer General Manager 
Niki Shetty honored the 
establishment’s emplo¬ 
yees who had long and 
dedicated years of service 
and the best employees of 
the year. 

A surprise visit of the 
company Director Mr. 
Jack Attie added flavor to 
this evening and he con¬ 
gratulated every one for 
their hard work and 
maintaining the good 
image of Tommy Hil¬ 
figer in Aruba. 
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Shopping Night: 
December 15th & 22nd 

Le Fragrance 
and More: 

Where you can 
get all you need! 



Le Fragrance & More, has re¬ 
cently opened at the Sun Plaza 
Mall, L.G. Smith Blvd. 160, 
Suite 115. 

It is a shop of PARFUMES, 
world famous brands and fra¬ 
grances, cosmetics such as 
foundations, blushes, eyeliners, 
eyepencils, nail polish etc... 

Toiletries such as sunlotion, 
body lotion, body fragrances, 
sunglasses, electronics, photo¬ 
graphic items, gift sets, bathing 
suits, bikinis and accessories. 

Le Fragrance & More is 
also a druggist’s shop for all 
your last minute needs such as 
Panadol, Immodium, Dica, 
Night Quill etc... 

Le Fragrance is open from 
Monday thru Saturday from 9 
a.m. - 6 p.m. 

For this Holiday Season we 
have Christmas discounts, 
gifts, and baskets. 

Shopping Night is on Satur¬ 
day Dec. 15th and Saturday 
Dec. 22nd till 9 p.m. 

Happy Holidays. 

Dr. Daryanani 
outpatient 
surgery 
closed today 
and Monday 

ORANJESTAD — Dr. Horacio 
E. Oduber Hospital announces 
that the outpatient surgery of 
Dr. Daryanani is moving to its 
former location, the Caya 
J.E.M. Arends #17. Due to 
this, the clinic will be closed 
today, Friday, December 14 
and Monday, December 17. 
On Tuesday, December 18, the 
outpatient surgery is again 
open to the public. 

The telephone and fax num¬ 
bers will remain the same, 
527-4225 and 582-6799 re¬ 
spectively. 

With this move, Dr. Hora¬ 
cio Oduber Hospital feels they 
will provide patients with a 
more efficient service in a 
comfortable environment. 




Sterling silver charms from $25 


PAN d6rA" STORE 

Raseo Herenda * Noord Aruba 
TEL: 297.536.5625 


PANDORA* 

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS 


SBoolchand’s 

Digital ooooo 

Havenstraat 825 * Oranjestad, Aruba 
TEL: 297.533.0147* FAX: 297.5&2644G 


D'ORLAHN 


The jewelry Center 

90-92 L.G Smith Blvd. * Oran jested, Aruba 
TEL: 297.532.9544 * FAX: 297. 532.9664 
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Free Gift with Purchase 
For the Month of December 

Receive a PANDORA holiday ornament 
(a $30 US retail value) with your purchase 
of $125 or more of PANDORA j ewe try.* 



•Good while supplies Iasi, limit ore per customer. 

See our siore for details, 


Less red tape and more benefits for starting a 
local business 


ORANJESTAD - The go¬ 
vernment of Aruba has been 
actively working towards im¬ 
proving the process for estab¬ 
lishing a business on the 
island. Many changes and 
adaptations have resulted in 
much less red tape, and a 
much easier and less expen¬ 
sive process, and much more 
efficient. In addition to the 
many positive changes, the 
government has also intro¬ 
duced training programs and 
workshops to assist entrepre¬ 
neurs and to make them more 
successful. 

IDEA: Initiative for the 

Development of Aruban 
Businesses 

The Ministry of Econo¬ 
mics, with a particular view 
on small and medium size 
businesses came up with the 
establishment of an organiza¬ 
tion to strengthen these busi¬ 
nesses, the IDEA Bureau. 


This bureau offers extensive 
guidance and support as well 
as advice regarding credit, 
technology, marketing and 
regulations. 

All services offered by 
IDEA are free of charge in an 
effort to help struggling en¬ 
trepreneurs to get up and run¬ 
ning. The office also offers 
training sessions and work¬ 
shops as well as specific busi¬ 
ness courses to help with the 
management of different as¬ 
pects of a business. 

Les Red Tape and more 
benefits 

The government has em¬ 
phasized the need for an at¬ 
tractive climate for invest¬ 
ments for existing and new 
businesses. Most of the red 
tape has been eliminated, 
making the process so much 
less cumbersome. 

Most of the tariffs for es¬ 
tablishing a business have 


been drastically reduced. 
Several documents that were 
rather unnecessary have been 
eliminated in the licensing 
process and the time it took to 
get a business up and running 
has also been reduced. In the 
past it could have taken any¬ 
where from six months to a 
year, today the process can be 
completed in under eight 
weeks! The goal is to have 
the department fully auto¬ 
mated so that all petitions and 
permits can be issued in a 
maximum of two weeks. 

Other benefits for the 
businessman today are the re¬ 
duction in the utility tariffs 
and the reduction of import 
duties on certain energy effi¬ 
cient products. They have 
also re-introduced the invest¬ 
ment deduction of 6% in 
2011/2012. 

Businesses have also been 
granted the permission to 
operate more flexible hours 


and remain open later to ac¬ 
commodate, for example, the 
cruise ships that may call du¬ 
ring the later hours of the day. 

For those interested in ob¬ 
taining financing, and who 
submits a petition for finan¬ 
cing, the government is sub¬ 
sidizing a program at the AIB 
known as Small Medium En¬ 
terprise. AIB will provide 
guidance with a well de¬ 
signed business plan and will 
even assist an entrepreneur 
with attracting investment for 
his future business venture. 

At the recent 2012 Small 
Business Week conference 
the government announced 
that the next step is to intro¬ 
duce Micro Financing as well 
as a Guarantee Fund for busi¬ 
nesses who need access to 
medium size capital. This is a 
good time to make good use 
of these benefits and opportu¬ 
nities for starting your own 
business on Aruba. 
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FOOD & FUN FOR EVERYONE! 


u 


THURSDAY 
ALL yOH CAN 
BAT 


SATURDAY 
At—L- youc CAN 
CAT ST5AK 


www.barneysaruba.com Palm beach 21 A Tel :+297-586 5420 Closed on Monday's, FOR PRIVATE PARTY'S CALL 
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International news 


Ch na,S.Africa suspend 
Brazil beef imports over 
madcow 


Russia says rebels may win, jihadists 
claim Damascus bomb 


BRASILIA (AFP) - China and 
South Africa have joined Japan 
in suspending imports of 
Brazilian beef meat over an 
atypical case of mad cow dis¬ 
ease, an official source said 
yesterday. 

"We received official noti¬ 
fication from China and South 
Africa announcing the deci¬ 
sion," said an official from the 
agriculture ministry who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

The ministry earlier this 
week said the case was de¬ 
tected in an animal that died in 
2010 in the southern state of 
Parana and posed "no risk 
whatsoever to public health or 
to animal hygiene." 

The ministry official said 
Brasilia, as it did with Japan 
earlier this week, contacted 
China and South Africa to set 
the record straight over the 
atypical case of bovine spongi¬ 
form encephalopathy (BSE). 

In its statement issued 


MIAMI (AFP) - Anti-virus 
software pioneer John McAfee 
said yesterday he is flat broke 
after leaving behind what re¬ 
mains of his fortune in Belize, 
where he is wanted for ques¬ 
tioning over his neighbor’s 
murder. 

McAfee and 20-year-old 
girlfriend Sam Vanegas spent 
more than three weeks on the 
run in Belize after Gregory 
Faull’s November 11 murder 
before slipping across the bor¬ 
der into Guatemala, where he 


Tuesday, the ministry said: 
"Brazil does not have cases of 
BSE" and noted that it 
launched a "preventive action" 
to preempt similar measures 
by key importers. 

"We are in touch with coun¬ 
tries to reaffirm that the atypi¬ 
cal case of the disease carries 
no risk for exports," the min¬ 
istry said then. 

Authorities also said the 
World Organization for Ani¬ 
mal Health had been notified 
of the case and in response in¬ 
dicated it was "maintaining 
Brazil’s status as a country 
with an insignificant risk of 
BSE, the best existing risk 
classification." 

With nearly 200 million 
head of cattle, Brazil is a lea¬ 
ding beef exporter. 

From January to October, it 
exported one million tons of 
beef, mainly to Russia, the 
ministry said 


was arrested on December 5. 

In the latest sudden twist to 
the McAfee drama, Guatemala 
on Wednesday abandoned ef¬ 
forts to return him to Belize 
and expelled him immediately 
to his country of origin, the 
United States. 

"I have nothing now," 
McAfee, a free man for now, 
said, claiming to have left all 
his worldly possessions in Be¬ 
lize, including, he said, some 
$20 million in investments and 
about 15 properties. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - Mos¬ 
cow acknowledged yesterday 
that the Syrian regime, its 
longtime ally, might lose its 
battle with Arab- and Western- 
backed rebels, 21 months into 
a conflict that has cost tens of 
thousands of lives. 

The Russian comments 
came a day after Syria’s inte¬ 
rior minister was lightly woun¬ 
ded in a bold Damascus attack 
and claims, denied by the go¬ 
vernment, that an increasingly 
desperate regime had begun 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Susan Rice yesterday with¬ 
drew her name from conside¬ 
ration to be the next secretary 
of state, after becoming a 
lightning rod for the White 
House’s handling of the raid on 
the US consulate in Benghazi. 

Rice, currently the US 
envoy to the United Nations, is 
close to President Barack 
Obama and emerged as the top 
target of Republican attacks on 
the administration’s handling 
of the attack on September 11. 

"If nominated, I am now 
convinced that the confirma¬ 
tion process would be lengthy, 
disruptive and costly, to you 
and to our most pressing na¬ 
tional and international priori- 


using Scud missiles against its 
foes. 

Jihadists who have been at 
the forefront of latest rebel ad¬ 
vances claimed the deadly 
Wednesday attack on the inte¬ 
rior ministry. 

And car bomb attacks yes¬ 
terday at an army residential 
block southwest of Damascus 
killed 24 people, state media 
said, further highlighting the 
regime’s vulnerability even 
around the capital. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 


ties," Rice said in a letter to 
Obama. 

"That trade-off is simply 
not worth it to our country... 
therefore, I respectfully request 
that you no longer consider my 
candidacy at this time," Rice 
wrote, in the letter seen by 
AFP. 

Obama accepted Rice’s de¬ 
cision, first reported by NBC, 
in a telephone call with the UN 
envoy yesterday and issued a 
statement condemning the "un¬ 
fair and misleading attacks" on 
her. 

"Her decision demonstrates 
the strength of her character, 
and an admirable commitment 
to rise above the politics of the 
moment to put our national in- 


Mikhail Bogdanov said Arab 
and Western recognition of the 
opposition as the sole legiti¬ 
mate representative of the Syr¬ 
ian people had emboldened 
rebels to press their military 
campaign rather than seek the 
negotiated solution champi¬ 
oned by Moscow. 

"They (the rebels) are say¬ 
ing that victory is not far away, 
’let’s take Aleppo, let’s take 
Damascus,”’ the RIA Novosti 
news agency quoted him as 
saying. 


terests first," Obama said. 

"The American people can 
be proud to have a public ser¬ 
vant of her caliber and charac¬ 
ter representing our country," 
Obama added, saying that Rice 
would remain as UN ambassa¬ 
dor with a place in his cabinet. 

Rice’s move throws the race 
to succeed Hillary Clinton, 
who has said she will not serve 
in Obama’s second term, wide 
open. 

Democratic Senator John 
Kerry will now be seen as the 
hot favorite for the post, 
though officials say no an¬ 
nouncements on Obama’s se¬ 
cond term national security 
team are imminent. 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #1 43, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 



A Syrian man points at a crater where a Scud missiie hit in the town of Nasiriyeh on 
the highway between Damascus and the centrai Syrian city of Homs on December 13, 
2012. A former Syrian officer who served in a battaiion speciaiising in surface-to-sur- 
face missiles told AFP that regime forces had fired Scuds three days ago, but the go¬ 
vernment has denied this. (AFP PHOTO) 


McAfee says he f s broke after 
fleeing Belize 


Rice withdraws US secretary of state bid 
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Aruba’s One And Only Department Store 
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Comming soon Cafetaria! 
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International News 


Kirchner pushes 
change in Argentina 
sex trafficking law 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP)-Ar¬ 
gentina’s President Cristina 
Kirchner Thursday will con¬ 
vene special sessions of Con¬ 
gress next week to reform sex 
trafficking laws after a court 
acquitted 13 people accused of 
running a sex slavery ring. 

Public outrage over the ver¬ 
dict led to clashes between 
angry demonstrators and po¬ 
lice, and protests were held in 
at least seven provinces 
Wednesday, including Tu- 
cuman, where the sex traffick¬ 
ing case was being heard. 

Kirchner will hold the spe¬ 
cial sessions to close loopholes 
in a 2008 law on human traf¬ 
ficking, which puts the burden 
of proof on adult women vic¬ 
tims of sex trafficking to prove 
that they did not consent to 
being sex slaves. 

It would also increase the 
jail terms for those convicted 
of human trafficking, and 
would order that assets seized 


in such cases be transferred to 
a fund for victims. 

The Tucuman case centered 
on the abduction and disap¬ 
pearance of a young woman, 
Marita Veron, who vanished in 
2002 at age 23. 

Her mother, Susana Tri- 
marco, launched a crusade 
against the trafficking in 
young women as she searched 
for her daughter, which led to 
passage of the 2008 law. But 
Trimarco has yet to find the 
woman. 

After Tuesday’s acquittal, 
Trimarco said she received a 
call from Kirchner, ’’and she 
was shouting 'I cannot believe 
it. I cannot believe it’.” 

’’Even the wife of President 
(Barack) Obama voiced her 
support to me. I thank her from 
the bottom of my heart and as¬ 
sured her that we are not going 
to stop fighting,” she added, 
referring to US First Lady 
Michelle Obama. 



QIANTUN (AFP) : Farmer Liu Qiyuan poses among sur¬ 
vival pods that he built and has also dubbed 'Noah's Arc', 
in a yard at his home in the village of Qiantun south of 
Beijing. Inspired by the apocalyptic Hollywood movie 
'2012' and the 2004 Asian tsunami, Liu hopes that his cre¬ 
ations consisting of a fibreglass shell around a steel 
frame will be adopted by government departments and 
international organisations for use in the event of 
tsunamis and earthquakes. Liu has built seven pods 
which are able to float on water, some of which have their 
own propulsion. The airtight spheres with varying interi¬ 
ors contain oxygen tanks and seatbelts with space for 
around 14 people, and are designed to remain upright 
when in water. 


Amsterdam to ban joints in schools 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - Ams¬ 
terdam’s mayor Eberhard van 
der Laan is to formally ban 
cannabis smoking at all 
schools, the first city in the 
soft-drug tolerant Netherlands 
to do so, a spokeswoman said 
Thursday. 

Although cannabis remains 
technically illegal and hard 
drugs are strictly forbidden in 
the Netherlands, the country 
decriminalised possession of 
less than five grammes 
(around an ounce) of weed in 
1976. 

Most of Amsterdam’s 
schools already had their own 
'house rules' against dope 
smoking, Reshef acknowl¬ 
edged. 

The formal ban simply 


meant teachers would be able 
to call the police in cases 
where pupils refused to com¬ 
ply, she added. 

Although the practice has al¬ 
ready been implemented else¬ 
where in the country, 
"Amsterdam is the first to do it 
across the board," she added. 

In a letter to the city council 
on Monday, Van der Laan also 
made it clear the official ban 
was to "support schools which 
already have taken their own 
measures" to stop the practice. 

In his letter, he said he was 
also looking at banning joint¬ 
smoking in playgrounds. And 
he wanted to ensure that some 
44 so-called cannabis cafes 
closer than 250 metres (820 
feet) from schools were closed 


by January 2014. 

The government announced 
last month it was ditching 
plans for a controversial 
"weed-pass" law. While it was 
aimed at banning foreigners 
from coffee shops, it would 
also have obliged local smok¬ 
ers to show identification and 
register in a local database. 

Van der Laan had opposed 
that proposal. 

Instead, his letter supported 
a new initiative that would 
allow Dutch cities themselves 
to decide whether to bar for¬ 
eign drug tourists. 

"Adult tourists remain wel¬ 
come at the city's coffee 
shops," the mayor said. 

Amsterdam itself has 220 
coffee shops. 
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The Largest Waterpark of Aruba. 
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%omancii 


ON DAY THRU SATURDAY 8-11 AM 
l Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 

WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSAGES. 
POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. 


JACso open for Stone Grill Restaurant 8 Bar Every Day From 5-7pm 

Lunch 


Lemon chicken Breast 


Ice Cream 
Chocolate 


Dinner Salad 


Petite Filet Mignon 


Soup oi the day 


Vanilla 


Filet o£ Grouper 


$24.95 


OCATED AT: 

playa Linda 

BEACH RESORT 
TE: 586 4046 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 


'Worrying* increase in global child trafficking: UN 



VIENNA (AFP) - Children - 
- most of them girls — now 
make up 27 percent of all 
human trafficking cases, 
marking an alarming increase 
in recent years, a UN agency 
said Wednesday. 

Girls under 18 made up 
two thirds of all trafficked 
children and now constitute 
15-20 per cent of the total 
number of all detected vic¬ 
tims, the UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) said in 
its annual report. 

The study was based on of¬ 


ficial data supplied by 132 
countries from 2007-2010. 

The majority of trafficked 
persons are women, account¬ 
ing for 55 to 60 per cent of 
victims detected globally. 
However, the total proportion 
of women and girls together 
soars to about 75 per cent, ac¬ 
cording to the UNODC. 

’’Human trafficking re¬ 
quires a forceful response 
founded on the assistance and 
protection for victims, rigor¬ 
ous enforcement by the crim¬ 
inal justice system, a sound 


migration policy and firm 
regulation of the labour mar¬ 
kets,” said UNODC director 
Yury Fedotov in a statement. 

Within the overall statis¬ 
tics, the study found signifi¬ 
cant regional variations. 

The share of detected child 
victims is 68 per cent in 
Africa and the Middle East, 
and 39 per cent in South Asia, 
East Asia and the Pacific. The 
proportion drops to 27 per 
cent in the Americas and 16 
per cent in Europe and Cen¬ 
tral Asia, according to the 
study. 

F edoto v acknowledged 
gaps in knowledge about 
human trafficking and 
stressed the need for ’’com¬ 
prehensive data about offend¬ 
ers, victims and trafficking 
flows.” 

Still, the number of traf¬ 
ficking victims is estimated 
to run into the millions. 

The report also raises con¬ 
cerns about low conviction 
rates — 16 per cent of report¬ 
ing countries did not record a 


single conviction for traffick¬ 
ing in persons between 2007 
and 2010. 

On a more positive note, 


154 countries have ratified 
the United Nations Traffick¬ 
ing in Persons Protocol, 
which the UNODC oversees. 


PARIS (AFP) - People live 
more than a decade longer on 
average today than they did in 
1970, but spend much of these 
boon years battling diseases 
like cancer, according to a 
global health review published 
Thursday. 

By 2010, a man's life ex¬ 
pectancy at birth had risen 11.1 
years from 1970 and that of a 
woman 12.1 years, said the 
bundle of seven studies pub¬ 
lished by The Lancet medical 
journal. 

But as we live longer, big¬ 
ger chunks of our lives are 
marred by illness, with non-in- 
fectious maladies like cancer 
and heart disease claiming 
ever more victims. 

The study said non-com¬ 


municable diseases like can¬ 
cer, diabetes and heart disease 
accounted for nearly two out 
of every three deaths in 2010 - 
- up from half in 1990. 

Thirty-eight percent more 
people died of cancer in 2010 
than in 1990 — eight million 
compared to 5.8 million. 

"Health is about more than 
avoiding death,” said Alan 
Lopez and Theo Vos of the 
University of Queensland's 
School of Population Health in 
a joint statement. 

With the exception of sub- 
Saharan Africa, it shows a 
clear shift in the disease bur¬ 
dens from traditional culprits 
like malnutrition, infectious 
diseases and birth complica¬ 
tions that generally mow down 
younger people, to cancer, 
heart disease and diabetes that 
can linger for years. 

Globally, though, the study 
showed deaths in children 
younger than five dropping by 
almost 60 percent from 16.4 
million deaths in 1970 to 6.8 
million in 2010. 

Japanese women had the 
world's highest life expectancy 
at 85.9 years, followed by Ice¬ 
landic men at 80 years. 

The impoverished island of 
Haiti had the lowest life ex¬ 
pectancy (32.5 years for men 
and 43.6 for women), mainly 
due to the devastating 2010 
earthquake that killed at least 
250,000 people. 

An unhealthy diet and 
physical inactivity were col¬ 
lectively responsible for an es¬ 
timated 12.5 million deaths. 

The study noted a sharp rise 
in chronic disability from 
causes like mental disorders, 
substance abuse, diabetes and 
muscular-skeletal ailments. 


Every Minute Of The Day 


\ woman or5Child is Sold 


People live longer but 
are not always healthier 
































Friday, December 14, 2012 


THE MORNING NEWS 


9 



Tonight LIVE on stage 11pm 


Grand Cafe 


Week Menu 

Traditional ceasar salad with chicken 


Fish and chips... Grouper in tempura with 
French fries 

Apple crumble pie served with vanilla 
ice cream 


tPalmtieach 55 * iPhone. 5864747 Daily, open fax lunch and dinnex 


Sci-Tech 


Wikipedia sees future — and threat — 
in cell phones 
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* WikipediA 

0 The Free Encyclopedia 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Cell 
phones could be Wikipedia's 
path to global domination, but 
may also pose a risk to the 
crowdsourcing culture the on¬ 
line encyclopedia relies on, 
chief executive Sue Gardner 
says. 

On one hand, says Gardner, 
who is also executive director 
of the non-profit Wikimedia 
Foundation, cell phones are by 
far the best way to reach vast 
new audiences in the develop¬ 
ing southern hemisphere 
where people rely heavily on 
handheld devices, rather than 
desktops or laptops. 

Right now, "Wikipedia is 
most popular and most effec¬ 
tive in richer countries, be¬ 
cause they have fast band, 
good Internet penetration and 
people own lots of devices," 
she told AFP in New York. "In 
developing countries, people 
are going straight to the Inter¬ 


net only with mobile phones." 

To make Wikipedia take 
root in Latin America and Ara¬ 
bic-speaking countries, for ex¬ 
ample, the huge organization 
wants cell phone companies to 
offer access without charge. 

"Data charges are a big bar¬ 
rier to Internet use in poor 
countries," Gardner said, 
adding that a streamlined, text 
version of the encyclopedia 
will be built to reduce those 
phone charges and speed 
downloads. 

Ironically, though, the rise 
of the smart phone and incre¬ 
mental retreat of larger com¬ 
puters could threaten the 
lifeblood of Wikipedia, which 
is the crowd-based, volunteer 
collaboration between readers 
in creating content. 

People may constantly de¬ 
mand more information at 
their fingertips, but the ques¬ 
tion ultimately may be: who 


takes the time to provide it if 
they're glued to their smart 
phone? 

"I think a lot about the shift 
to mobile devices from laptops 
and desk tops. It looks that the 
Internet is taking turn towards 
people using devices for con¬ 
suming content more than cre¬ 
ating it," Gardner said. 

Greenpeace 

welcomes 

Levi's 

pledge on 

chemicals 

ban 

PARIS (AFP) - Iconic US 
jeans maker Levi Strauss has 
committed to eliminating all 
hazardous chemicals from its 
supply chain by 2020, Green¬ 
peace said Thursday, claiming 
a triumph for its global Detox 
campaign. 

To this end, the giant man¬ 
ufacturer said 15 of its biggest 
suppliers, most of them in 
China and Mexico, would 
make a public disclosure by 
June 2013 of hazardous chem¬ 
icals used, followed by an¬ 
other 25 suppliers by the end 
of the year. 

Earlier this month, Green¬ 
peace said two Mexican facto¬ 
ries that supply clothing for 
fashion brands including Levi 
Strauss & Co, were dumping 
toxic chemicals. 

Greenpeace launched its 
Detox campaign in 2011 to put 
pressure on big clothing 
brands to stop using textiles 
treated with chemicals that can 
be dangerous to health. 

It urged other brands to fol¬ 
low Levi example. 


0 ( v) landoon 

^ the TJntihan T/xUl houia 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 




SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - Google Maps returned to the 
iPhone Thursday, allowing users to replace a glitch-rid¬ 
den Apple program panned for omitting key landmarks 
and sending people in wrong directions. The maps dis¬ 
aster marred the image of a company which seemed to 
have the Midas touch for hugely successful new prod¬ 
ucts like the iPhone and iPad. 


... oewnfrotung iPPth- 

www.rexaruba.com 


MONACO (AFP): The sailing boat "Pangaea", with on 
board South African explorer Mike Horn and young ex¬ 
plorers, arrives at the Monaco port after a four-year eco 
adventure around the world on December 13, 2012. 
Under the motto "explore - learn - act", the Pangaea Ex¬ 
pedition is a global environmental project whose intent 
is to encourage young people to make an active contri¬ 
bution to protecting the environment and conserving nat¬ 
ural resources. 
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CALVIN and HOBBES 
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CROSSWORD 


COMING & GOING 


FREE Coverage on our website: 

www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Emcee Parks 
5. Port of Rome 
lO. “Mod Squad” 
Hair style 

14. Diva’s delight 

15. Drizzly 

16. Attraction 

17. Board game 

19. Assumed 
character 

20. Response 
seeker 

21. _ off (caused 

to retire) 

23. “The Bridge of 

San Luis_” 

24. Many Monets 

26. Set ablaze 

27. Subdued 

28. Rendezvous 
32. Fix 

boundaries 

35. Proposal 
request 

36. One of 


Dumbo’s 

“wings” 

37. Goes wrong 

38. _ common 

denominator 

40. Mile, la Douce 

41. Comic Philips 

42. Pindaric 
works 

43. Gargled 

45. Hoofer Sims 

47. Dispatched 

48. Three, to 
Luigi 

49. French 
companies: 
abbr. 

50. Letters in 
genetics 

53. Sportswear 
pieces 

57. George or T.S. 

59. Dutch cheese 

60. Tailor’s 
technique 

62. Latvia’s 


capital 

63. Lake Indians 

64. Repetition of 
sound 

65. Props for 
Tiger Woods 

66. Road 
payments 

67. “_ Just My 

Style” (1966 
song) 

DOWN 

1. Queen 
Celeste’s 
husband 

2. Clean, as a 
blackboard 

3. Desi, on TV 

4. Accept 

5. Hour: Ital. 

6. Taste 

7. Eras 

8. Part of the 
plot 

9. Author Rand 


et al. 

10. Nimble 

11. Space and the 
Wild West, 
e.g. 

12. Rattling 
sound 

13. Had creditors 

18. Pained sound 

22. “_ Three 

Lives” 

25. Well-shod 
Marcos 

27. Poet’s 

contraction 

23. Bell and 
Kettle 

29. Muin dish 

30. Appellative 

31. Reunion 
invitee, for 
short 

32. Pretty pitiful 
grades 

33. Humorous 
author 
Bombeck 
Newsworthy 

35. Snorts of 
laughter 

39. Poet’s dusk 
Money made 
on money: 
abbr. 

Hebrew dry 
measure 
Skirt panel 

46. Plays 

47. Ebert’s former 
partner 

49. Beany’s buddy 

50. Moat 
Spanish night 

52. Dumas dueler 

53. Spanish 
muralisL 

54. Adams of 
cigar-selling 

55. Be an ally 
Pacific Islands 
staple 

58. Fibs 

Draft a gey. 




O’stad : ‘ Botica Fergusonstr. 9 - S.N. ‘ San. Nicolaas 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998,587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356 7 5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Mever repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Current as of: 
12/13/2012 

Currency 

Code 

Buying 

rate 

banknotes 

Buying 

Cheques 

Selling 

Rate 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

98.00 

100.00 

100.20 

Canada 

CAD 

1.77 

1.79 

1.83 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.80 

2.85 

2.92 

Switzerland 

CHF 

191.71 

192.43 

194.01 

Netherlands 

EUR 

230.59 

232.69 

235.25 

Sweden 

SEK 

25.91 

26.63 

27.25 

Denmark 

DKK 

30.23 

30.95 

31.77 

Norway 

NOK 

30.67 

31.39 

32.32 

Japan 

JPY 

214.88 

216.84 

215.47 

(per 10,000) 

All rates for amounts up to AWG 100,00 per item. 


Oil prices fall on cliff 
fears, US stocks sink 




73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 

S&P puts Britain's AAA 
rating on negative 
outlook 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Oil 
prices eased Thursday as the 
market fretted about the US 
fiscal cliff crisis that threatens 
to throw the world's biggest 
crude oil consumer back into 
recession. 

New York's main contract, 
West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) for January delivery, 
shed 88 cents from Wednesday 
to settle at $85.89 a barrel. 

In London trade, Brent 
North Sea crude for January 
dropped $1.59 to close at 
$107.91. 

With just 18 days left before 
the January 1 kick-off of dras¬ 
tic US tax increases and spend¬ 
ing cuts known as the fiscal 
cliff, President Barack Obama 
and Republican lawmakers re¬ 
mained at odds over a compro¬ 
mise to avoid the cliff. 



"The president wants to pre¬ 
tend that spending isn't the 
problem — that's why we don't 
have an agreement," said John 
Boehner, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. 

"Sentiment was hurt" after 
Boehner's comments "and as 
the S&P put a negative outlook 
on the UK's triple-A rating," 
said Fawad Razaqzada of GFT 
Markets. 

The Federal Reserve's an¬ 
nouncement Wednesday of 
more stimulus to prop up the 
economy failed to stimulate 
markets in the way many had 
hoped, he said. 

"Investors are simply left 
confused by the Fed's latest 
policy and when there is con¬ 
fusion in the market, it nor¬ 
mally leads to some risk 
aversion which is what hap¬ 
pened today." 

The US stocks closed lower 
Thursday under a cloud of fis¬ 
cal cliff concerns that over¬ 
shadowed a batch of somewhat 
positive economic data on 
jobs, retail sales and inflation. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average was down 71.65 
points (0.54 percent) at 
13,173.80 in closing trade. 

The broad-market S&P 500 
retreated 8.77 (0.61 percent) to 
1,419.71, while the Nasdaq 
Composite dropped 21.65 
(0.72 percent) to 2,992.16. 


Romania 
probes 85- 
million- 
euro bank 
fraud 

BUCHAREST (AFP) - Two 
banks operating in Romania 
have been hit by an 85-million- 
euro fraud carried out by a 
criminal group that took out a 
string of illegal corporate loans 
its members never repaid, pros¬ 
ecutors said Thursday. 

Austrian bank Volksbank 
and French-Romanian bank 
BRD confirmed they had been 
hit by the scheme. 

Prosecutors said investiga¬ 
tors had carried out 50 searches 
Thursday in connection with 
the case. 

"The accused made substan¬ 
tial financial gains by illegally 
obtaining loans from two 
banks for 35 companies con¬ 
trolled by members of this net¬ 
work of criminals," said the 
prosecution's organised crime 
unit in a statement. 

Seven bank directors helped 
the companies obtain loans 
they did not qualify for, while 
notaries who were involved in 
the scheme provided overval¬ 
ued estimates of the property 
offered as collateral, the state¬ 
ment said. 

Volksbank, which said it had 
alerted authorities to the fraud 
in May 2010, estimated its 
losses at eight million euros. 

BRD did not say how much 
it had lost in the scheme. 

The prosecution's organised 
crime unit cracked a similar 
case in November that in¬ 
volved high-level Romanian 
civil servants and the deputy 
director of BRD, a subsidiary 
of French bank Societe Gen- 
erale. The bank lost 22 million 
euros in that case. 


LONDON (AFP) - Standard 
and Poor's cut the outlook on 
Britain's AAA credit rating 
from stable to negative on 
Thursday, raising the possibil¬ 
ity that it could downgrade the 
rating in the next two years. 

"The negative outlook re¬ 
flects our view of a one-in- 
three chance that we could 
lower the ratings in the next 
two years if the UK's eco¬ 
nomic and fiscal performances 
weaken beyond our current ex¬ 
pectations," S&P said in a 
statement. 

They followed the other 
two main ratings agencies in 
putting Britain's credit rating 
on a negative outlook. 

"We now expect the United 
Kingdom's net general govern¬ 
ment debt as a percentage of 
GDP to continue to rise in 
2015, before declining again," 
S&P said. 

"We are affirming our 
'AAA/A-1+' long- and short¬ 
term unsolicited sovereign 
credit ratings on the UK," it 
added. 

Fellow rating agency 
Moody's changed its outlook 
on Britain's Aaa rating to neg¬ 
ative in February when it 
downgraded the ratings and 
outlooks of several eurozone 
countries. 


Meanwhile, Fitch reaf¬ 
firmed its AAA rating for 
Britain at the end of Septem¬ 
ber, but put it on negative out¬ 
look, warning that weak 
economic growth and a rising 
debt level was increasing the 
likelihood of a downgrade. 

However Fitch warned ear¬ 
lier this month that the govern¬ 
ment pushing back by a year 
its official target for reducing 
public debt as a proportion of 
economic output to 2015-16 
damaged the "credibility" of 
Britain's cherished AAA rat¬ 
ing. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Treasury, or finance ministry, 
insisted that Britain's economy 
was "on the right track" and 
was making progress in cutting 
the budget deficit. 

When it came to power in 
2010, Prime Minister David 
Cameron's coalition govern¬ 
ment introduced a package of 
deep cuts in public spending in 
a bid to slash the deficit. 

The Treasury highlighted 
the fact that Standard and 
Poor's "endorse the govern¬ 
ment's 'strong commitment to 
implementing the fiscal man¬ 
date" and that the ratings 
agency "warn against slowing 
'the pace and extent of fiscal 
consolidation". 



MADRID (AFP) : Demonstrators take part in a protest against government's austerity 
reforms and cuts in Madrid on December 13, 2012. Public spending on education has 
been cut by more than a billion euros this year compared with 2011, and public schools 
employed nearly 3,000 fewer teachers during the 2011-12 academic year, according to 
the education ministry. 
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J ackie Chan criticism 
sparks Hong Kong 
fight-back 


Scol di Mi Ca 
Rufo Wev 


ta presenta 

bait direccion di Catherine Provence y Rob Rijnbouty 1 
alumnonan di blokfluit^ canto y piano 
den nan concierto 



The Music school "Scol di Musica Rufo Wever" presents, under the leadership of 
Catherine Provence, and Rob Rijnbout: voice-, piano- and recorder pupils in their con¬ 
cert: "Regalo Musical". In this Concert, called "Musical Present", will also sing the 
Choir " Coro da CaPo". - Day: Sunday, December 16th , 2012 - Time: 7PM - Place: 
Chapel of the Marine Base - Entrance fee: 5 Florins - The tickets are available at the 
Music School "Scol di Musica Rufo Wever" 

(Cas di Cultura second floor) and at the evening of the concert at the Chapel) 
Important notice: a Passport or other valid identification (driving license) is required. 


Rock stars shine at Hurricane 
Sandy benefit gig 



Hong Kong, Dec 13, 2012 
(AFP) - Action hero Jackie 
Chan provoked a furious fight- 
back from Hong Kongers 
Thursday after reportedly sug¬ 
gesting in a Chinese magazine 
interview that protest in his na¬ 
tive city should be restricted. 

The comments from the 
Hong Kong-born star un¬ 
leashed a wave of criticism in 
the southern Chinese city, 
which prides itself on the up¬ 
holding of civil liberties in¬ 
cluding the right to protest. 

"Hong Kong has become a 
city of protest. The whole 
world used to say it was South 
Korea. It is now Hong Kong," 
the South China Morning Post 
quoted Chan as saying in an 
interview with Guangzhou- 
based Southern People Weekly 
magazine published Tuesday. 

The Rush Hour star, known 
for his martial arts skills and 
daring stunt work, faced a 
counter-attack from Hong 
Kong politicians and academ¬ 
ics, who said he was ignorant 
of the value of freedom cher¬ 
ished by the city's seven mil¬ 
lion people. 

The former British colony, 
which was returned to Chinese 
rule in 1997, maintains a semi- 
autonomous status with its 
own legal system and civil lib¬ 
erties not seen on the main¬ 
land, including the right to 
protest and free speech. 

Political analyst Dixon Sing 
Ming from the University of 



ON 15ATVALOCAL 

NBC LICENSEE 


WEEKNIGHTS 7:15 PM 


Science and Technology told 
the Post the comments showed 
Chan was "almost detached 
from the daily lives of the peo¬ 
ple of Hong Kong". 

Calls by AFP to Chan's char¬ 
itable foundation went unan¬ 
swered Thursday. 

Chan was slammed in 2009 
after he told a government and 
business leaders meeting in 
China that Chinese people 
"need to be controlled" and the 
country should be wary of al¬ 
lowing too many freedoms. 

He reportedly said later that 
his comment was taken out of 
context. 


'Lincoln 1 

leads 

Globe 

nomina¬ 

tions 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Steven Spielberg's presi¬ 
dential drama "Lincoln" 
toppedthe Golden Globes 
nominations Thursday 
with nods in seven cate¬ 
gories, followed by 
"Argo" and "Django Un¬ 
chained" with five each. 

Best actor nominees 
are Daniel Day-Lewis as 
Abraham Lincoln, Denzel 
Washington for piloting 
"Flight," Richard Gere for 
"Arbitrage," John Hawkes 
for "The Sessions" and 
Joaquin Phoenix for "The 
Master." 

As expected Jessica 
Chastain is shortlisted for 
her CIA agent role in 
"Zero Dark Thirty," up 
against Britain's Helen 
Mirren for "Hitchcock," 
France's Marion Cotillard 
for "Rust and Bone," 
Naomi Watts for Indian 
Ocean tsunami drama 
"The Impossible" and 
Rachel Weisz for "The 
Deep Blue Sea." 

The Golden Globes, or¬ 
ganized by the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Associa¬ 
tion (HFPA), will be held 
on January 13 in Beverly 
Hills. The Oscars, the cli¬ 
max of Hollywood's an¬ 
nual awards season, will 
be held on February 24. 


NEW YORK(AFP) - Rock 
music royalty, including the 
Rolling Stones, Bruce Spring¬ 
steen, Pink Floyd's Roger Wa¬ 
ters and Paul McCartney, 
joined in a stellar line-up 
Wednesday to raise money for 
victims of superstorm Sandy. 

The "12-12-12" concert at 
Madison Square Garden 
brought a Who's Who of rock¬ 
ers under one roof for the 
event, which was broadcast 
live across 37 US television 
networks and a multitude of 
Internet livestream sites, as 
well as radio. Organizers ex¬ 
pected two billion people to 
tune in worldwide. 

Musicians also included The 
Who, Jon Bon Jovi, Eric Clap¬ 
ton, Dave Grohl of the Foo 
Fighters, Billy Joel, Alicia 
Keys, Chris Martin, and rapper 
Kanye West, who lit up the 
Twittersphere by performing 
in a black leather skirt. 

While music stars strutted 
their stuff, movie and TV per¬ 
formers including Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Chris Rock, Susan 
Sarandon, Whoopi Goldberg, 
and political humorist Jon 
Stewart fronted a telethon 
drive or appeared in the arena 
to appeal for funds in the event 
organized by the Robin Hood 
Foundation. 

The phone bank was liter¬ 
ally wall-to-wall with celebri¬ 
ties, among them Chelsea 
Clinton, the increasingly high- 
profile only child of former 


president Bill Clinton and Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Clinton. 

Mega-stars with New York 
and New Jersey roots said the 
October 29 hurricane-strength 
storm, which killed about 120 
people in the United States, 
had humbled them. 

"I've never seen anything re¬ 
motely close to what Hurri¬ 
cane Sandy was," Bon Jovi 
said before being joined on 
stage by fellow New Jersey 
star Springsteen. "This storm 
lasted a day. The effects of it 
are going to last a lifetime." 

Demand for seats quickly 
turned tickets into gold dust. 
The StubHub site listed one 
ticket at $10,400, and before 
the first note played, tickets 
and other sales had raised $32 
million for the fund-raising 
drive. 

At the end of the night, 
Robin Hood director David 


Saltzman said "tens of thou¬ 
sands" of people had made do¬ 
nations, adding that the money 
would be "distributed in a mat¬ 
ter of days, weeks, months — 
not years." 

Even now, tens of thou¬ 
sands of people remain with¬ 
out electricity, hot water or 
heating in the New York area. 

Many people in the hardest- 
hit beach communities have 
lost their entire homes, just as 
the winter cold sets in. 

The White House has asked 
Congress to send $60.4 billion 
to aid rebuilding efforts, but 
the money has yet to be ap¬ 
proved. The governors of New 
York, New Jersey and Con¬ 
necticut have estimated dam¬ 
ages as high as $82 billion. 

The storm killed 120 people 
in the United States after carv¬ 
ing a deadly path through the 
Caribbean. 
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5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 



—A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
menu to offer some of the best 
breakfast bargains to be found 
in Palm Beach. Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Walisever are living 
their dream: a home on para¬ 
dise while welcoming all and 
sundry to their proud under¬ 
taking, 5 Burgers Aruba. The 
couple’s fanatical dedication 
to giving their customers what 
they really want has resulted in 
a unique menu from an inter¬ 


nationally known franchise 
with a “5”, which now in¬ 
cludes breakfast. 

“You never get a second 
chance to make a first impres¬ 
sion,” believes Aaron. Upon 
entering 5 Burgers Aruba in 
The Village Mall in Palm 
Beach, one is struck by utterly 
spotless surroundings and a 
smiling, friendly, attentive 
service crew. Of course, the 
main item on the menu is 
burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and juicy, 


made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef, the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat. 

However, beginning at 7 
a.m., patrons can now order 2 
eggs any style, (omelets with 
3 fillings are $7.99) toast and 
coffee with unlimited refills 
for the special introductory 
price of only $4.49, ($5.48, 
with bacon) or All-you-can-eat 
pancakes, for $6.99, again, 
with free refills on fresh cof¬ 
fee. Breakfast is served until 
11 a.m. Famous for their fries 
made from fresh potatoes, 
Aaron has been working for 
months on devising the most 
irresistible home fries recipe, 
chunky and tender with skins 
still on; after much testing and 
tasting, he got the thumbs up 
from his harshest critic, Rosie; 
so this is another treat you 
have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
sample their famous specialty 
items such as the Gouda, 



Farmer’s or Man Burger (al¬ 
most 12 ounces of choice 
beef), and a Western Burger 
with Aarons’ secret-recipe 
crispy onion rings. All of these 
can be personalized with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato... whatever, the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron suggests 
that even their small serving of 


fries is enough to be shared by 
two. He was very amused to 
watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show and could 
only comment “He stole my 
recipe!” 

Try them the English way- 
with vinegar, and you’ll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
without it. This same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

5 Burgers is now open 
early until 10-ish at night; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district at now extra 
cost for orders over $50. Enjoy 
a great lunch without ever 
leaving the beach by calling 
586-3904. However, we sug¬ 
gest you stop by and enjoy 
their authentic, heartfelt hospi¬ 
tality; it is not unusual for ei¬ 
ther owner to sit and chat, 
sharing their knowledge of the 
island while making sure pa¬ 
trons are happy with their 
meal. 



— Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island,” 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away; we are very pleased by 



the response to our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the jewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about this 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home in Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 
Gold Coast Aruba which when 
complete will be a community 


of 260 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas , The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
2013. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement’s rental services pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 


ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, airy and spacious, taking 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 


least is the future value of the 
investment. To further en¬ 
hance this, Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast’s 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas; 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision. Aside from 
all this, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop¬ 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 
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Incidents mar South America Cup 
final in Sao Paulo 
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stay witti us! 
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apartments. 
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Football: Drogba still a 
Juve target - reports 




SAO PAULO (AFP) - Dress¬ 
ing room brawl, local police 
accused of brutality, the South 
America Cup final here be¬ 
tween Sao Paulo and Argen¬ 
tine side Tigre was marred by 
serious incidents less than two 
years before Brazil hosts the 
World Cup. 

Tigre refused to emerge for 
the second half in the second 
leg tie against Sao Paulo 
late Wednesday with the 
game abandoned and the 
title awarded to the Brazil¬ 
ian team. 

Tigre defender Lucas 
Orban said police barged 
into their dressing room 
and threatened one of the 
club's players with a gun. 

"Sao Paulo's security 
agents came in, they hit us 
with batons, took out a re¬ 
volver and pointed it at the 
goalkeeper Damian Albil. 
Then the police came in 
and began to hit us again," 
he reported. 

The astonishing claims 
came just two weeks after the 
draw was held here for the 
2013 Confederations Cup and 
in the country that is hosting 
the 2014 World Cup. 

Tigre midfielder Martin 


Galmarini reported that 
"everyone was armed". 

He said Sao Paulo's secu¬ 
rity agents were lying in wait 
for the Tigre players at the en¬ 
trance to their dressing room 
"and threatened us with 
weapons". 

The Tigre players' claims 
were denied by a Brazilian 
military policeman. 


According to Gonzaga, 
when the police arrived "there 
was general fighting between 
Sao Paulo security, the players 
and the Tigre staff. No one 
was armed, there were people 


wounded on both sides." 

He said his men intervened 
to end the melee. 

Commenting on the inci¬ 
dents on his Twitter page 
Thursday, former Brazil star 
Ronaldo slammed the behav¬ 
ior of the Tigre side, saying 
they should be banned firon 
continental competitions for 
10 years by the South Ameri¬ 
can football Confederation 
Conmebol. 

Ronaldo, who won the 
World Cup with Brazil in 
2002, also criticized the Sao 
Paulo managers and substitute 
players as well as the reporters 
who invaded the pitch when 
Tigre refused to return for the 
second half. 

The match had already been 
marred by scuffles between 
the two sides in the first half 
triggered by a foul on Sao 
Paulo's Lucas Moura. 

Chilean referee Enrique 


Osses officially called off the 
game when the Argentinian 
players refused to take to the 
pitch for the second half with 
Conmebol awarding the title 
to Sao Paulo. 


MILAN (AFP) - Juventus are 
still hoping to lure Didier 
Drogba to the club with an 18- 
month deal, according to spec¬ 
ulation in the Italian press. 

Drogba signed a two-and-a- 
half-year deal with Shanghai 
Shenhua in July but that has 
not stopped Italy's sports press 
from repeatedly talking up the 
Ivorian striker's departure from 
China in favour of Serie A. 

Few Italian clubs speak can¬ 
didly about potential transfer 
targets, and while Gazzetta 
dello Sport cited no official 
sources their report claimed 
Juventus had offered Drogba 
an 18-month deal that would 
begin in January and end in 
June 2014. 

It underlined previous re¬ 
ports claiming the Ivorian was 
unhappy after a turbulent start 
to his career in the Chinese top 
flight where, despite his goals, 
Shanghai have largely flattered 
to deceive. 

The report claimed Drogba 
had turned down Juventus's 
offer because he would prefer 


the contract to run until June 
2015. 

There were other stipula¬ 
tions that could hamper the 
deal, according to Gazzetta. 

It said Drogba, who moved 
to Chelsea in 2004 and eventu¬ 
ally led the English club to 
Champions League triumph 
last season, would expect to be 
released for the Africa Cup of 
Nations, which is held January 
19-February 10. 

Potentially, that could be a 
problem for Juventus, who 
will be involved in the last 16 
of the Champions League on 
February 12 and 20. 

Drogba also appeared to 
commit to the Chinese side in 
a recent interview. 

Speculation linking Juve 
with Fernando Llorente, mean¬ 
while, continues despite the 
striker, who can leave Athletic 
Bilbao on a free transfer at the 
end of the season, saying on 
Wednesday he would prefer to 
move to England's Premier 
League. 



ISTAMBUL (AFP): British Sophie Allen (C) competes in 
the women's 100m indivudual medley semifinal on De¬ 
cember 13, 2012 during the FINA World Short Course 
Swimming Championships in Istanbul. 
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NBA: Noah powers Bulls past 
Sixers 



PHILADELPHIA (AFP) - 
Joakim Noah scored 21 
points Wednesday, as the un¬ 
dermanned Chicago Bulls de¬ 
feated the Philadelphia 76ers 
by a score of 96-89. 

Luol Deng had 19 points 
and 12 rebounds for Chicago, 
who recorded their fourth 
win in five National Basket¬ 
ball Association games. 

Marco Belinelli (16) and 
Nate Robinson (14) also 
reached double figures as 
Chicago outscored Philadel¬ 
phia 17-9 over the final five 
minutes. 
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Philadelphia lost the sec¬ 
ond in the last three games, 
despite 26-points and nine- 
assists from Jrue Holiday and 
16 points and eight rebounds 
from Evan Turner. 

Thaddeus Young added 13 
points and nine rebounds for 
the Sixers, who were done in 
by poor three-point and foul 
shooting. The 76ers went just 
two-of-14 from long distance 
and made just five of 11 free- 
throw attempts. 

It was a quick turnaround 
for the Bulls who lost at 
home to the Los Angeles 
Clippers on Tuesday. 

Chicago is without its start¬ 
ing backcourt of Derrick 


Any hopes the Mexicans had 
for a second-half comeback 
were dashed after just 15 sec¬ 
onds of the restart, Fernando 
Torres grabbing a deflected 
goal from inside the box with 
much of the 36,648 crowd yet 
to return to their seats. 

The match was over as a 
contest on the 48-minute-mark 
when Darvin Chavez put the 
ball into his own net to make 
it 3-0. 

A rout appeared to be on the 


Rose and Richard Hamilton, 
who suffered a foot injury 
and could be out up to two 
more weeks. 

Former league MVP Rose 
is working out but has yet to 
start practicing with the team 
after undergoing major sur¬ 
gery on his left knee. 

The Sixers have injury 
problems of their own. Cen¬ 
ter Andrew Bynum has yet to 
play a game this season be¬ 
cause of problems in both 
knees. 

The Bulls have now won 
four in a row against the Six¬ 
ers, including another victory 
earlier in December. 


cards at the 68,000-capacity 
International Stadium in Yoko¬ 
hama but Victor Vucetich’s 
side steadied the ship and 
scored a consolation goal 
through De Nigris in injury 
time. 

Chelsea will play Copa Lib- 
ertadores winners Corinthians 
from Sao Paulo in the final in 
Yokohama on Sunday. Earlier 
that day Monterrey will take 
on Egypt’s A1 Ahly in a play¬ 
off for third place. 


Chelsea thrash Monterrey.... 

continued from page 16 


Baseball: Star slugger 
Hamilton leaves Texas for 
Angels 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Outfielder Josh Hamilton is join¬ 
ing fellow Major League Baseball star sluggers Albert 
Pujols and Mike Trout with the Los Angeles Angels, re¬ 
portedly inking a five-year deal Thursday worth $125 mil¬ 
lion. ESPN, Fox Sports, CBS and the major leagues' 
official website reported the deal as completed even as 
the club refused to confirm the move. The Angels 
signed a $240 million free-agent deal with Pujols last 
year as well as landing C.J. Wilson, a former teammate 
of Hamilton at Texas as the Rangers won American 
League titles in 2010 and 2011 but each time lost in the 
World Series. Hamilton, 31, has hit .304 with 161 home 
runs and 553 rubs batted in over 737 major league 
games. This past season, he batted .285 with a career- 
high 43 home runs and 128 runs batted in. In 2010, 
Hamilton took American league Most Valuable Player 
honors after hitting .359. The move came after the An¬ 
gels signed starting pitchers Tommy Hanson and Joe 
Blanton and a pair of relief pitchers and boosted the club 
payroll to around $165 million, about $60 million shy of 
the city rival Dodgers. 



'Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 
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NBA: LeBron, Kobe lead while Lin trails in All-Star voting 


NEW YORK (AFP) - LeBron 
James and Kobe Bryant top 
the first voting results for the 
62nd NBA All-Star Game an¬ 
nounced Thursday by the 
league while Asian-American 
guard Jeremy Lin trails in his 
bid for a spot. 

The showdown of Eastern 


and Western conference su¬ 
perstars will be staged Febru¬ 
ary 17 at Houston. 

Miami playmaker James, 
last season’s NBA Most Valu¬ 
able Player who led the Heat 
to last season's NBA crown, 
has the overall lead with 
641,348 votes while Los An¬ 


geles Lakers guard Bryant 
paces the Western Conference 
and ranks second overall at 
639,419. 

New York's Carmelo An¬ 
thony, with 573,112 votes, and 
Boston's Kevin Garnett, with 
218,246 votes, joined James 
as Eastern Conference front- 
court leaders with Miami's 
Chris Bosh a distant fourth at 
210,724. 

Miami's Dwyane Wade led 
the East backcourt with 
430,925 votes with Boston's 
Raj on Rondo in the other 


guard spot at 382,613. Brook¬ 
lyn's Deron Williams was a 
distant third at 211,426. 

In the West, Bryant was 
joined among guards by Chris 
Paul of the Los Angeles Clip¬ 
pers at 353,603 with All-Star 
Game host Houston's two 
backcourt standouts, Lin and 
James Harden, next on the list. 

Lin, who touched off "Lin- 
sanity" last season in coming 
off the bench and making an 
unexpected impact for the 
Knicks before signing with the 
Rockets in the off-season, was 


third among guards at 298,319 
with Harden at 196,108. 

Western Conference front- 
court voting leaders included 
Oklahoma City's Kevin Du¬ 
rant at 605,965, Lakers' big 
man Dwight Howard at 
434,168 and Blake Griffin of 
the Clippers at 307,855. 

San Antonio's Tim Duncan 
was fourth at 189,577 with 
Spanish star Pau Gasol of the 
Lakers next at 139,868. 

Voting ends January 14 and 
the NBA All-Star starters will 
be announced three days later. 


Football: Chelsea 
thrash Monterrey, set 
up Corinthians final 



YOKOHAMA (AFP) - Euro¬ 
pean champions Chelsea out¬ 
classed Mexican side 
Monterrey 3-1 at the Club 
World Cup in Japan on Thurs¬ 
day to set up a mouthwatering 
final clash with Brazilian gi¬ 
ants Corinthians. 

The English Premier 
League club, debuting at the 
intercontinental tournament, 
dominated large spells of the 
first half and had the match 
sewn up shortly into the sec¬ 
ond — scoring two goals 
within three minutes of the 
restart. 

Monterrey were bidding to 
become the first CONCACAF 
champions to reach a Club 
World Cup final, but the 
strength of Chelsea's David 
Luiz in midfield, coupled with 
the trickery of Juan Mata and 
Eden Hazard proved too much 
for the Mexicans. 

"It was a good game, high 
tempo, good play, great goals 
and great movement so lots of 
positives for us," interim 
Chelsea boss Rafael Benitez 
said. 

Chelsea started the match 


with the greater intent and 
Luiz went close to scoring in¬ 
side the first four minutes, 
breaking from his unfamiliar 
defensive midfield position to 
fire narrowly over the bar from 
just outside the box. 

Eden Hazard missed a 
golden opportunity to open the 
scoring two minutes later. Luiz 
played a precision pass which 
split the Monterrey defence 
but the Belgian pushed the ball 
wide with only the goalkeeper 
to beat. 

Chelsea had their break¬ 
through on 17 minutes with a 
beautifully worked goal that 
was expertly finished by Mata. 

Midfielder Oscar played a 
back heel to Ashley Cole on 
the edge of the penalty box. 
The left-back then squared it 
to the Spaniard who took a 
touch before smashing it past 
Monterrey goalkeeper 

Jonathan Orozco. 

Monterrey's only clear-cut 
chance in the first 45 came 
shortly afterwards when 
striker Aldo De Nigris headed 
over the bar from close range. 

continues on page 15 
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